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The Path Analysis of University Design Majors
Infiltrating Indigenous Tribe: A Case Study of
Social Practice in Laiji Tribe in Alishan

Township
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Abstract

Today, the government takes the lead in encouraging universities to guide students through
social practice, to face the real society, to enter the community, to think about “how to help solve
social problems”, and to interpret and dialogue with university expertise and local knowledge. It is
hoped to co-construct "new" knowledge and to find a place where universities can contribute and
exert influence. This study began to accompany the Laiji Village Indigenous tribes since 2006, and
analyzed three paths, from years of ongoing workshops to postgraduate placements, and expanded
participation in the Ministry of Education's university social responsibility practice plan to analyze
its traits and differences, and explore the particularities of the social practice of the design
department entering the tribe, infiltration-style companionship of the understanding and translation
of indigenous knowledge and culture of indigenous tribes, and interaction. The study found that
teachers and students from the outside, went into the Satoyama tribal environment with socio-
ecological production. Teachers and students are infiltrated in the tribe, and tribes and universities

interact like planetary gears, learning from each other and mutual empowerment.

Keywords: Design Major, Community Infiltration, Indigenous People, Laiji Tribe, Social Practice.
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