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Abstract

This study uses literature and interviews to explore the reasons for the establishment of the
China Industrial Design and Packaging Center (CIDPC) from 1973 to 1979, the evolution of the
organization and the results and impact of its promotional activities. Through the quarterly
"Industrial Design and Packaging" and the literature provided by Mr. Yuan Guoquan, this study
collected the interview results of ten respondents, in order to clarify the historical facts of CIDPC
activities in Taiwan in the 1970s.

The results of this study show that the CPTC's Product Improvement Group from 1963 to
1967 carried out industrial design training courses to initiate the design enlightenment activities in
Taiwan. Most of the implementers reviewed the need to transform into an independent body. After
many years of planning, on March 16, 1973 CIDPC officially established a legal entity with six
groups and two ministries. During the six years of the CIDPC’s operation, there were 6 significant
design activity promoted results: (1) conducting technical workshops to promote the importance
of design; (2) striving for vendor design coaching and earning operating expenses; (3) holding a
design competition to recommend manufacturers’ participation and improve design value; 4)
recommending foreign experts to transfer new knowledge into design industry; (5) organizing a
"Joint Exhibition of Industrial and Commercial Design Works in Colleges and Universities"; (6)
publishing magazines and albums to build up a knowledge base of design. In March 1979, the
CIDPC was abolished and its promotion work was replaced by the Product Design Office of the
Taiwan External Trade Development Council (TAITRA). This study clarifies the operational
history of the CIDPC and its contribution to Taiwan design enlightenment in the 1960s. It
established good model and far-reaching implications for TAITRA and the Taiwan Design
Center’s vendor design advising, the Golden Pin Design Award and the Young Design Exhibition
(YODEX) from the 1980s to the present day.

Keywords: 1970s, CIDPC, Design Promotion Institution, Design Competition.



