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Abstract

Contemporary higher education and research address both scholarly goals and societal
challenges, increasingly focusing on collaboration with local communities to build resilience. This
study (2015-2021) examines the role of traditional knowledge, skills, and language in community
design, documenting agricultural practices (tsoh-suann) and identifying key actions such as
organizing and sharing vegetable gardens (ui-4), experimenting with pineapple cultivation, and
language learning. Residents’ use of traditional knowledge enhances participation and community
cohesion. Design teams, by embracing cultural diversity, can adapt new design approaches. The
findings emphasize the value of traditional knowledge, its impact on resident roles, and the
importance of professionals in applying this knowledge to community projects. Despite variations,
mutual tolerance is key. Integrating traditional knowledge enriches community design and provides

useful insights for future efforts.

Keywords: Community Design, Traditional Knowledge, Traditional Language, Important

Settlement Buildings, Huazhai Settlement.



