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Tradition and Modernity in the Design of
University Campuses: Tracing the Historic
Prototype of Tunghai University's Open-Corner
Collegiate Quadrangle Connected by The
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Meng-chi Hsueh
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Abstract

The design prototype of Tunghai University’s early collegiate quadrangles is an
important yet unresolved issue. From reevaluating various old claims, this article attempts to
propose a more convincing answer by conducting comparative research on residential
typology and a contextualized research approach. The spatial configuration of Tunghai
University’s early collegiate quadrangles could be characterized as a group of separate simple
buildings connected by a square detached corridor. The four open corners of this quadrangle
are also distinctive features. By comparing such characteristics with many other types of
courtyard houses around the world and taking the architect Chen Chi-kwan’s life experiences
into consideration, this article identifies the Beijing courtyard house (Siheyuan) as the real
design prototype. Whether it is a residential building complex, palace, or garden, Beijing
Siheyuan adheres to the design principles of separating all the buildings and leaving the four
corners of the quadrangle open to the sky. Connecting all the simple buildings by creating a
square loop corridor (Youlang) is the unique feature of the Beijing Siheyuan. Derived from
and grounded in the traditional Youlang, modern architect Chen Chi-kwan innovatively used
the detached corridor first in the quadrangles at Tunghai University and then in the planning
of many other university campuses later on more systematically.

Keywords: Chen Chi-kwan, Tunghai University, Courtyard, Detached Corridor, Youlang, Beijing
Siheyuan, Design Prototype.



