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An Imitative Regionalism? —

The Yi-Lan Experience of Sheng-Yuan Huang
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Abstract

Sheng-Yuan Huang’s works in Yi-Lan show quite different appearances from the general
public buildings in recent years in Taiwan. In terms of the locality in his works, Huang is treated
as one of the representative regionalistic architects in Taiwan. In the context while the
widespread globalization has cast influences on local architecture, Huang put his works into
practice to question the vague development in built environment. Through the case study of
Huang’s public works in Yi-Lan, we may offer a framework of reference in seeking the position
in the development of current Taiwan architecture. The method of this paper includes a
reconstruction of regionalism and tectonics of relevant discourses and literature, as well as field
investigations of some typical cases of Huang. We attempt to survey the regionalistic spatial
representation and tectonic design in practice of his works. Nine public buildings designed by
Huang were covered to clarify the factors of his regional tectonic design thinking. A comparative
analysis is presented in five dimensions, including ‘the natural environment,” ‘the cultural
features,” ‘the spatial form,” ‘the construction technique’ and ‘the representation in material.’
This study demonstrates the essential meanings in Huang’s regionalistic design agenda and the
dialectical relationship between his design and critical regionalism. Critical regionalism
architecture not only reflects regional cultural context, tectonic expression, construction
appearance and details but also actively creates reflective and autonomic spaces. We may see the
rebel and introspective intention represented the regional feature in Huang’s works through an
imitative design operation. The design manipulation might foreshadow an alternative direction in
contemporary Taiwan architecture; however, Huang’s works also reflects a superficial
intermixture and a visualized expressionism in regional response.

Keywords: Tectonics, Regionalism, Sheng-Yuan Huang, Contemporary Taiwan Architecture,
Imitation.
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