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Abstract

Gibson’s affordance concept has drawn much attention in the field of human-computer
interface and product design in recent years, and has become an important issue in design research.
However, the development of affordance concept in design practice is far from being mature, and the
differentiation between affordance and symbolic meaning of designed artifacts remains unclear. Such
confusion not only hinders the development of ecological approach in design research, but also limits
the potential application of affordance concept as well. The aim of this study is to clarify the concept
itself and its implication in design, and hopefully to point out directions that will lead to a greater
utilization of the reciprocal nature between human and machine. In this study, a literature survey
was conducted to briefly review the origin of affordance concept in psychology, and the development
of affordance concept in design research. Some popular myths of affordance in product design were
also clarified. Finally, directions for the application of affordance concept in product design were
suggested.

Keywords: Affordance, Direct perception, Product design
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