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Abstract

In contemporary design practice, more and more designers have refocused their concern on the
interactive connection between human and object. They make use of diverse means of expression,
appeal to the consumers’ emotion and remembrance, and evoke the users’ feeling of humor and fun.
To discover the core significance of humor in design practices, this research integrates the perception
patterns of figurative expressions and the “Incongruity - Resolution” theory. The former assumes that
“object” is composed of physical attributes while “human” or the mental image is made up of
cognitive attributes. In designs, “incongruity”, as a result of a conventional characteristic attribute of a
designed object being replaced by a new but irrelevant characteristic attribute, is what gives rise to
humor. On the other hand, “resolution” refers to the discovery of a reasonable connection between
implied and inferred assumptions using the technique of “backward inference”. If the inferred “key
attribute” and the “cognitive schema” are coherent, then “incongruity” is resolved. This research
hopes to guide designers to explore the users’ cognitive process, and to unveil how design gives rise
to humor.

Keywords: Product design, Humor, Cognitive process, Incongruity-resolution theory
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