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Abstract

Chinese characters are pictographic. The creation of Chinese characters is in essence an
invention of graphic forms and problems of their design are mostly dealing with forms. Hence, there
is a lot in common between creating a Chinese character and formulating a new design. Careful
observation reveals that most Chinese characters are 3D images transformed into 2D graphics. After
ages of refinement and evolvement, the structures and proportions of these characters display certain
beauty. In view of the graceful form and structure of Chinese characters, transforming the 2D
characters into 3D design can achieve good standard and quality. The three essential elements of a
Chinese character are its form, phonetic and connotation, with form and connotation more related to
design. If these two elements can be incorporated into product design, the design will have greater
meaning and the product may be more appealing to consumers. This study examines the
transformation from 3D natural objects to 2D characters and then again to 3D products, with special
focus on how 2D graphic characters can be transformed into 3D designed objects. Some views and
practical design examples are also provided as references for designers.

Keywords: Chinese character, Proportions, Product design, Structure



