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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore the product design appreciation of young consumers.
Based upon the design characteristics Veryzer[16] induced and the design consciousness Wu[17]
generalized, this research has resulted in the following five characteristics of product design: product
operation, product comprehension, product construction, product desired value, and product style.

This research mainly used Q-methodology, Q-factor analysis was used to find the contingency
and the difference between the types of product design appreciation of young consumers. The result
shows that the types of product design appreciation of young consumers could be classified as the
following five types: Type 1, safety and convenience product operation; Type 2, desired value of
product style; Type 3, product’s brand and function comprehension; and Type 4, product quality
guarantee.

In terms of design appreciation: Type 1 focuses on the product operation; Type 2 values
product’s form and style; Type 3 attaches importance to their understanding on product functions; and
Type 4 pays equal attention to product operation, product construction, and style of product while lay

emphasis on actual feeling of the fine quality of product design.

Keywords: Q-methodology, Q-sort, Q-factor analysis, Design appreciation, Young consumers
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