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A Study on Product Image and Its Representation
Design - with Radio Design as a Case Study
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore how to use design features to represent a
product image. A three-stage method for image representation design - association,
transformation, and implementation - has been proposed and applied to a case study of radio
design. Firstly, a survey reveals that college students’ most wanted radios have four different
images, namely high-tech, sensibility, sturdiness, and activeness. The recruited images were
then assigned to 17 students, divided into four design teams, in the course of Product Form
Design, for the teams to design radios representing one of the images respectively. The
finished 17 radio models were then evaluated by subjects to see if the designs successfully
represent the given images. Both factor analysis and cluster analysis confirm that the
designed radios represent three separate images - high-tech, delightfulness, and sturdiness.
Hence, the proposed method of product image representational design can be a useful tool for
design practitioners in representing product images.

Keywords: product image representation, product semantics, radio design.
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