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A Study of match boxes in early Taiwan
Pin-Chang Lin, Han-Chien Sun

Graguate School of Engineering Techonology
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Abstract

Around eight hundred match boxes were collected by field studies conducted for this research.
These match boxes were then dated based -on contents of the scribbles or number of digits of the
telephone numbers printed on these match boxes. The match boxes dated from 1961 to 1975 were
found to be more complete and were chosen as the samples for funther categorization,induction and

analysis.
Althought these match boxes are small in size. But they convey vast amount of imformation.
The obesrvations were summarized into ten major findings that concern the technique and style of

design,as the social background of the time.
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