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Abstract

Design communication through visual media is important in the practice teaching of
industrial design. At present, however, the studies about design communication mainly focus on
the fields of general design practice or distance design via communication technology.
Recognizing the importance of design communication to the success of industrial design practice
course, the study attempts to uncover the communication needs in industrial design practice
course, with a view to facilitating the communication between the teacher and students. The
main method employed to collect the data is the observation survey to the teachers and students’
interaction in studio-like classroom. The observation data is analyzed via a coding scheme and
cross reviewing in terms of the results from interview and questionnaire surveys to the teachers
and the students in the course.

The results suggest that the style of discussion changed along with the design
development — from group discussion to one-by-one discussion. Besides, gesture is the material
used most often in both teacher and students, who, on the other side, are different in using the
communication materials. Having produced the knowledge to the communication activity in
design practice course, the study then postulates the suggestions to the contents of industrial
design practice course and the building of tutorial environment.

Keywords: Industrial Design, Design Practical Course, Visual Communication.



